Massive haemobilia after percutaneous liver biopsy in a patient with POEMS syndrome successfully treated by arterial embolization.
A 65-year-old woman with POEMS syndrome (polyneuropathy, organomegaly, endocrinopathy, monoclonal gammopathy and skin changes) developed severe upper right quadrant colic with jaundice, massive haematemesis and melaena following an apparently uncomplicated percutaneous liver biopsy performed for suspected liver involvement. Symptom onset occurred about 18 hours after the procedure. Haemobilia was diagnosed on endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography. An arteriovenous fistula in the third hepatic segment was demonstrated by transfemoral arteriography and successfully embolized using Gelfoam pledgets mixed with Ivalon fragments. A review of percutaneous liver biopsy related haemobilia is presented.